
Primary Distinctions

Law and Gospel clearly presented

Justification is clearly God’s work

Sanctification is a response of faith

Christ is the center of faith

Jesus is Savior rather than an example of faith

Decision theology absent

Bible

Bible is the inerrant Word of God rather than 
religious literature

Jesus presented as Savior

Scripture interprets Scripture

Efficacy of Scripture (the power of Scripture 
to do what it says it will)

Accurate translation of Scripture used

Sacraments

Institution and benefits of Baptism taught

Institution and benefits of Lord’s Supper taught

Sacraments are the work of God rather than  
religious rituals

Baptism of infants taught

Lord’s Supper includes real presence rather 
than symbolic
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Catechism

Catechism content connected to lesson when 
appropriate

Learning catechism by heart at age-appropriate 
levels

Liturgy and Hymnody

Lutheran liturgy used

Lutheran hymnody used

Classroom worship included

Lessons connect to the Church Year

Vocation

Doctrine of vocation present

Good works are the fruit of faith directed toward 
others

Royal priesthood distinguished from Office of the 
Holy Ministry

Appropriate references to the role of women in 
the church

Adaptability

Adaptable for different size Sunday Schools

Unified curriculum

Adaptable to different formats
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